GE 70 Field Trip to Death Valley National Park
May 14 – May 16, 2004
Itinerary (and obligatory sarcasm)

Friday, May 14:  Everybody congregates at the Sproul Tournaround no later than 12:15pm.  We will pack the vehicles, arrange food groups, and hit the road promptly thereafter.  Since everyone will be so excited for this trip, I’m sure no one will fall asleep on the drive.  This will be perfect because everyone will get to look out the window at the amazing and unique desert environment through which we will pass.  We will get great views of the Vasquez Rocks (where parts of Star Wars were filmed), the San Andreas Fault and resulting sag ponds (better examples than the Yosemite trip), the Garlock Fault, and the Eastern Sierra.  We will make some brief stops along the way, and we will arrive in the evening at the White Mountain Research Station, outside Bishop.  We will be staying there for the night, so we will not set up tents, but you will need sleeping bags.
Saturday, May 15:  In the morning we will eat breakfast and prepare lunch.  Today will involve a drive from Owens Valley to Death Valley, which ain’t short.  On the way, we will pass through Saline Valley and Eureka Valley, and if you’re good, we’ll stop at some cool sand dunes in Eureka valley.  Then we will continue on to Ubehebe Crater, at which time there will be a formal examination on how to pronounce “Ubehebe.”  From there, we will drive south to the mysterious Racetrack.  After we are thoroughly confused by this phenomenon, we will drive a huge horseshoe, first north, then south, across to Titus Canyon for a quick walk on an alluvial fan.  Then we head down to Furnace Creek for some nice, warm camping in the heart of Death Valley.
Sunday, May 16:  In the morning, we will take a quick drive up to Zabriskie Point so that we may revel in the “cool” temperatures of early morning while the sun rises over Death Valley.  All those who said they wanted a pretty picture of Death Valley, here is the time to take it!  Then we will go back to camp, eat breakfast and prepare lunch.  The plan today will take us progressively south through the Park.  We will take a few short hikes (Golden Canyon, Natural Bridge, etc.), but probably not for too long, as I don’t want anyone suffering from heat exhaustion (you’re welcome).  We will make visits to Badwater (lowest point), Devil’s Golf Course, Mormon Point, Shoreline Butte, and some intermittent fault scarps and alluvial fans.  Our journey will then take us back to I-15 by way of Baker (NOTHING like Bishop).  Then it’s on to LA.  Sound good?  Everybody happy?  GREAT!
The weather in Death Valley will be hot during the day and warm at night.  You won’t need to plan for cold or rain, but bring a jacket for Friday night in Owens Valley, for sure!  May is mysterious in Death Valley, so the weather can definitely get cool, especially if the wind picks up (wind is likely).  On this trip, I highly recommend some sturdy shoes for hiking.  You will want ankle support.  Also, a water bottle will be your best friend on this adventure!

Gear to bring:
MOST OF THE FOLLOWING MUST FIT INTO A SMALL DUFFEL BAG
1 pair of shorts

2 T-shirts

2 pair of socks

1 pair of sturdy shoes/boots to hike and walk around in.  Tennis shoes are not recommended, but are acceptable in extreme circumstances.

1 pair of pants for the evenings, etc.

1 long sleeve shirt for cool evening weather in Bishop

1 lightweight rain jacket that you know is in good condition.

1 fleece-type jacket

1 backpack that can carry water, food, rain jacket, camera, etc. and that you won’t mind carrying on a hike.  It should have a strap for each shoulder, and maybe one for your waist.

2 water bottles!!

1 hat with a visor

1 pair of sunglasses

1 tube of good sunscreen

1 camera with plenty of film

Pens/pencils and a small notebook that can easily fit in your pack.  I like to carry mine in my back pocket.

1 sleeping bag (TALK TO ME NOW IF YOU CANNOT GET YOUR OWN)

1 sleeping pad (SAME AS ABOVE)

toiletries 

1 flashlight or headlamp

pajamas

plate/bowl, cup/mug, and utensils

*CASH (~$10) for dinner at a pizza joint in Bishop on Friday night and to buy group

  groceries for 1 breakfast, 1 lunch, 1 dinner (~$15/person) and for fast food dinner on the

  drive home on Sunday.

Optional:

1 container of mosquito death spray

1 pair of tennis shoes

gloves and hat if you get cold easily

binoculars

small pillow

1 more water bottle (if you drink lots of water)

DO NOT BRING:

Lots of warm clothes

Personal entertainment devices

Things that would destroy you if they were stolen
