GE 70 Field Trip to Yosemite National Park
April 30 – May 2, 2004
Itinerary (and obligatory sarcasm)
Friday, April 30:  Everybody congregates at the Sproul Tournaround no later than 12:15pm.  We will pack the vehicles, arrange food groups, and hit the road promptly thereafter.  En route, no one may speak or sleep.  Everyone will be exhorted to look out the window at the incredible geology through which we will pass, especially when we drive over the San Andreas Fault, at which point some unlucky punk will be called upon to define the word “exhorted.”  We will arrive at Yosemite National Park in the evening, and Friday night we will cook dinner and camp within the Park.  At this time, mild enjoyment of the area may occur.
Saturday, May 1:  In the morning, we will eat breakfast and prepare lunch.  We will spend Saturday morning at Hetch Hetchy Reservoir where we will take a short hike and talk about the controversial history of the area.  Then we will drive to Yosemite Valley making some scenic stops along the way.  Depending upon road conditions, unruly students will be obliged to push the vehicles.  We will then proceed to “check out” some waterfalls and some NOT-small rock faces.  By late afternoon, we will drive to a new campsite to cook dinner and camp.  Fun at the campsite will be tolerated.
Sunday, May 2:  In the morning, we will eat breakfast and prepare lunch.  We will drive back to the Yosemite Valley for a hike up part of the John Muir/Mist trail.  This hike will be moderately demanding, but it is something that everyone can do.  Besides, you will not want to miss the fantastically radical views.  We will partake in lunch and regale ourselves with stories about the weekend at one of our hiking destinations before turning around.  Time permitting, we will make stops to Mirror Lake for the narcissists and El Capitan for the egotists before departing the valley.  In the late afternoon, we will drive to Mariposa Grove to hang out with some giant Sequoia trees before making our way back to Los Angeles.  We ought to return to LA between 8:00 and 10:00pm feeling peaceful, balanced, and absolutely in awe of what we have just seen.
The weather will be mild during the day (assuming blue skies), and crisp at night (above freezing).  You will want to come prepared for cold weather, wet weather, and hiking, whatever that may mean to you.  DO NOT come unprepared or you will find yourself miserable, which can become contagious among a group.  If you have clothing that is nylon or polyester, that is generally better than cotton in wet weather.

Gear to bring:

MOST OF THE FOLLOWING MUST FIT INTO A SMALL DUFFEL BAG
1 pair of shorts

1 T-shirt

2 pair of socks (not cotton, if you can help it)
1 pair of sturdy shoes to hike and walk around in.  Tennis shoes are not recommended, but are acceptable in extreme circumstances.

1 pair of pants that you know you will be able to hike in, even if they get a bit wet at a waterfall.  Jeans are not recommended!

1 long sleeve shirt for cool evening weather and mosquitoes.  Preferably not cotton.

1 lightweight rain jacket that you know is in good condition.

1 fleece-type jacket

1 backpack that can carry water, food, rain jacket, camera, etc. and that you won’t mind carrying on a hike.  It should have a strap for each shoulder, and maybe one for your waist.

1 one-liter water bottle

1 hat with a visor

1 pair of sunglasses

1 tube of good sunscreen
1 camera with plenty of film
pens/pencils and a small notebook that can easily fit in your pack.  I like to carry mine in my back pocket.

1 sleeping bag (TALK TO ME NOW IF YOU CANNOT GET YOUR OWN)
1 sleeping pad (SAME AS ABOVE)
toiletries (these will all go in the bear box at night because bears love this stuff)
1 flashlight or headlamp

pajamas (it’s gonna be a pajama jammy jam)

plate/bowl, cup/mug, and utensils

*Money to buy group groceries for 2 breakfasts, 2 lunches, 2 dinners (~$15/person)
*Small amount of money for souveniers and DINNER on the drive home on Sunday

Optional:

1 container of mosquito death spray
1 pair of tennis shoes

gloves and hat if you get cold easily

binoculars

small pillow

1 more water bottle (if you drink lots of water)

DO NOT BRING:

Unnecessary sweet-smelling personal items (bears love them)
Personal entertainment devices (bears crush them)

Things that would destroy you if they were stolen (bears steal them)
