WRITTEN ASSIGNMENTS ARE SHOWN UNDER THE WEEK THEY ARE DUE.  For instance, an assignment due week 2 will be posted under week 2.
WEEK 2:



Ch. 40 Hawaii Volcanoes _____Liz Kislik_______


Ch. 43 Yellowstone ​​​​​​​​_______Suzanne Jaffe_____



Ch. 44 Grand Teton ______Miles Roberts______



The National Park Service: A brief history

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT Due Week 2:

Write 1 – 1.5 pages about a memorable experience that you have had at a 


national or state park.
WEEK 3:


Ch. 35 Mt. Ranier ____Lindsay Nicholas



Ch. 36 Crater Lake ___Kristin Calson



Ch. 37 Mt. Lassen ____Hiro Miura
______


Ch. 15 from A Short History of Nearly Everything, by Bill Bryson


WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT Due Week 3:

In groups of three, write a 5 page memoir as if you were members of the first 
government-sponsored exploratory party to scout a present-day national park.  
You are all geologists, so your job is to stress how the geology around you has 
impacted your expedition and the appearance of the park.  You MUST be accurate 
with your descriptions, so do some online research in advance.  Be sure to look at 
the National Park Service official webpage for your park as a start.  For many 
parks, it is possible to find documentation of the actual first exploration of the 
area.  Use these as guides if you can find them!  Questions (among others) that 
you will want to answer:



-What is inspirational about the landscape?



-What kinds of rocks comprise the park?



-Can you come up with an explanation for how the park was formed?  
Your guesses may be as accurate as or more accurate than the interpretation of the 
original surveyors!



-What are the hardships your party faces?



-What is moving about the area that is worthy of preservation as a national 

park?


It is your choice as a group, but you may want to find a way to break up the work 
so that everyone does an equal share.  I’ll bet it would be fun to try and type it up 
as a group, though.

WEEK 4:



Ch. 26 Waterton-Glacier ____Jeff Schell
____



Ch. 28 Yosemite _____Aly Galloway____



Ch. 49 Sequoia and King’s Canyon ____Liz Cadigan______


The Raker Bill

WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT Due Week 4:
Our National Protected Lands are open to the public.  However, these lands often present one or more serious unforeseen risks, including major volcanic eruptions, that put millions of people at risk each year.  With proper precautionary measures and emergency procedures in place, the severity of the effect of a volcanic eruption can be lessened.  Take into consideration what you have learned about the potential for unexpected catastrophic eruptions at Yellowstone, Mount St. Helens, and the three Parks of the Cascades that we have read about this week.  Without stepping on the rights of visitors to experience these volatile parks, and considering how poorly we are able to predict such events, how would you propose to deal with the ever-increasing numbers of visitors, most of whom are undereducated about the risks of their visits, if such an eruption were deemed imminent?  Write 2 pages outlining how far you would go to efficiently educate each visitor and what plans you would have in place for early warning and what to do in case of eruption.  Keep in mind that erring on the side of caution can be extremely costly.  A total evacuation of a National Park can be dangerous and can cost hundreds of thousands of dollars.  How sure must you be that people’s lives are at risk before ordering an all-out evacuation?
WEEK 5:



Ch. 14 + 16 Mammoth Cave and Carlsbad Caverns ___Hilary Strong



Ch. 32 Wrangell-St. Elias ____Lisa Engel
_____



Ch. 48 Death Valley ____Daniel Tith______



Ch. 50 Channel Islands ____Krisztina Pomper____


GUEST SPEAKER:  Kurt Frankel – Tectonics of Death Valley
WEEK 6:



Ch. 24 Acadia ____Samantha Luu_____



Ch. 25 Rocky Mountain _____​Elina Antoniou



Ch. 34 Denali ____Becky Lei________



Ch. 54 Shenandoah ____Alice Wu________


WRITTEN ASSIGNMENT Due Week 6:

A simple explanation for plate tectonics in Southern California is that all of the 
plate movement between the Pacific Plate and the North American Plate is 
accommodated along the San Andreas Fault.  In fact, this is not entirely true.  
According to our guest speaker, Kurt Frankel, most of the “slip” is actually 
accommodated in a strike-slip fault zone that reaches from the San Andreas Fault 
in the west to faults as far east as Death Valley.  This means that the plates along 
this boundary are not slipping along one single fault that you can put your finger 
on, but that they are slipping throughout a wide area in Southern California along 
many active faults.  In 1 to 2 typed pages, explain IN YOUR OWN WORDS the 
evidence that Kurt Frankel gives for HOW and WHY this plate boundary acts this 
way.  Please DO NOT summarize Kurt’s lecture!  Instead, give the explanation 
for how and why this fault system exists.

WEEK 7:



Ch. 9 Badlands ____Juliana Carranza



Ch. 45 Great Basin ____Lauren Behr_______



Ch. 47 Joshua Tree ____Eric Johnson______



Ch. 53 Big Bend ____Kyle Vignoli______


Section on Shenandoah from A Walk in the Woods, by Bill Bryson
WEEK 8:



Ch. 6 and BOX 4.1 Arches and Mass Wasting ____Matt Wood_____



Ch. 2 Zion _____Yasean Lee




Ch. 1 Grand Canyon ____David Woods_______

WEEK 9:


Presentations by 
Group 1:  Elina, Lisa, Hiro, Kristin




Group 2:  Lauren, Krisztina, Daniel, Juliana





Group 3:  Liz Cadigan, Aly, Jeff, Samantha

WEEK 10:


Presentations by 
Group 4:  Suzanne, Yasean, Alice, Miles




Group 5:  Eric, Lindsay, Matt, Hilary




Group 6:  Becky, David, Kyle, Liz Kislik

