ESS 250: Course Outline

Week 1 – Introduction, physiography, geological history, exploration

Week 2 – Composition, structure, geophysical constraints, early evolution

Week 3 – Climate, atmosphere, near-surface processes, water and oceans

Weeks 4-5 – Mars data sets – lecture and lab
Weeks 6-8 – Presentations (see below)
Weeks 9-10 – Recent mission results and wrapping-up
Early in the course, the students will pick from a list of controversial current research questions. During weeks 6-8, they will present an analysis of the relevant issues, and outline which arguments they think are the strongest. This presentation will be to the rest of the class, last about 50 minutes, and leave plenty of time for questions. If two students wish to pick opposite sides of the same argument, they are welcome to do so.
