ESS 9:  Introduction to the Solar System

Natanya Black

nblack@ess.ucla.edu

Tel. 61938

Office number: 3677
Office Hours:  T.B.A.

Section Information:

· Section meets for 50 minutes, once per week in room 5644 Geology.  You must attend the section you are signed up for, unless you speak with me prior.

· Each week, the first ~10 minutes will be spent answering questions or reviewing topics from the previous week.  A short, 20 minute quiz will be given weekly, followed by a ~20 minute discussion which attempts to address the ‘big picture’ of the week’s material. While the lectures contain lots of details, facts and figures, the section will be focused on trying to tie all this information together and understand the broader themes of the weekly topics.  

· Office hours are listed above.  I encourage you all to take advantage of office hours, either by stopping by or emailing your questions to me.

· A homework assignment will be given each week.  Keep in mind that the weekly quizzes will be very much in the style of the homework.  If you just hunt and peck for the homework answers without doing the reading, you will likely not perform as well on the quizzes.

· A few days prior to both the midterm and final, I will hold additional evening office hours.

Grading:

· The weekly quizzes count for about 20% of your total grade, as does your weekly homework assignment.  For those of you (hopefully all of you) who regularly attend section and complete all the quizzes, I will drop your lowest grade.  If, however, you do not take one or more of the quizzes, you will receive a zero, which will be averaged into your final quiz grade.  Likewise with your homework assignments.
· I will do my best to return all homeworks and quizzes promptly.  In addition, you will be able to access a web page containing the solutions to the quiz and the class grade statistics to gauge how well you are doing.
